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Wind up Party
Saturday June 14"
4PM
This is our time to celebrate a great
year of speakers, events and our
good friends
Al and Marie have again offered
their lovely home for our wind up
party. Thank you.

3060 Anchor Way
Nanoose.
468-7252.
Directions

South on Highway 1 towards
Nanaimo.

Turn left on Northwest Bay Road
at the gas station and traffic lights.
Turn Right on Powder Point Road
just after the railroad tracks.
Turn 4™ Right on Anchor Way.
At Bosun Drive turn Right and the
house is on the immediate left
corner of Bosun and Anchor Way,
the one with tall trees and
beautifull Rhodos.

Bring

Pot Luck, Drink,

Chair, plate, glass and cutlery.
Coffee and tea provided.

There will be pot luck, toss the
bean bag, auction of plants and
great company.

Don’t forget a sweater.
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President’s Message Page 2
Member’s Corner Page2
Minutes Page 3
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MARS Meetings
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
2" Wednesday of the month
7:30 pm
10" September Meeting
Wednesday
Basics of Rhodos
Bill McMillan

Our Truss Show Judges
Many Thanks to

Chris Southwick and
John Denisiger

Trry '
show party.

Photos by Susan Lightburn
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President’s Message

Spring has truly arrived not before time, you
say? So be it! I am now convinced that our
Mothers’ day Garden Tour is etched in Oceanside’s
conscience! Those of you sitting tour stops that
weekend will no doubt remember the unseasonable
weather, with its single digit temperatures and
unfriendly north wind? Wonder of wonders, they
came, many with their dear mothers in tow. In fact,
when our Finance Minister had completed his
deliberations, they revealed one of the best Garden
Tours we’ve had in recent years! A doffing of the
presidential hat to all those on the garden Tour
committee.

Our exchange visit to the Peace Arch
Rhododendron Society (PARS) in South Surrey was
a feast for the eyes, the venues that were opened to
our enthusiastic group of twelve were all fully
matured gardens each with its own composition of
fascinating plants, vistas and stories! PARS were so
generous, kind and considerate and looked after our
every need. Thank you PARS. Another tip of the
hat, this time to Mary Parker for organizing this
delightful floral experience for us.

The Wind-up party will wrap up the 2007/8
year for our club. Beside the social activities, bean
bag competition and plant auction, we will be
introducing your new executive at that meet; mark
14 June on your calendars. See you there.

John England

Member’s Corner

Rent a Tent

Did you know that the club has an 8’x 16’ tent and
2 small tables available for members to rent?

If interested contact Tony Ansdell 752-4475

Oceanside Plant sale was a huge success for
the club this year. Now is the time to start potting
up all those shrubs and trees that have seeded or
rooted. Think about your perennials that need to be
divided in the fall.

If you need pots contact Barbara Kulla. 752-7369

>

The Garden Tour is over and so is the Party and
they are all exhausted but happy.
Photo by Joyce Ansdell

Photo by Anne Gutsche

Qualicum Pride

“Will you please send out a broadcast to all
members asking if anyone has a Qualicum’ s Pride
that they would be happy to donate to the town of
Ucluelet as we (Qualicum Beach Communities in
Bloom) are their mentor this year and would like to
give them one in exchange for a George Fraser.
Please have them let me know ASAP.

Many thanks, Mary”

maryjparker99@shaw.

Editor’s corner

There were many contributions this month for our
magazine-thank you all. Keep the photographs
stories and articles coming for future editions. All
that are not used this month are stored and may be
used in other months.
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General Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 14", 2008
MEETING AT:

7:30 pm. Minutes of the April meeting appeared in
the Rhodovine. They were accepted as presented.
There was one guest, Birgitta Mick.

BUSINESS ARISING:

1. MARS continues the practice of donating $100 to
the Fraser Days celebration in Ucluelet.

2. Members of the North Island executive will not be
attending our June 14 windup as originally planned.
Their windup is on the same day.

3. John England reminded members of the MARS
pot luck windup at the home of Al and Maria
Bieberstein. It's a fun occasion where hard-fought
bean bag games are played; there's also an auction of
plants and lots of good food.

CORRESPONDENCE:

B.C. Council of Gardens Directory. A letter from
Shirley Rock of the ARS requests our membership
chair join in an ARS project to find methods to
increase and keep membership. This is a chapter-
wide project.

REFRESHMENTS:

Velda Rhodes, Barbara Kulla, Marilyn Dawson
TREASURER'S REPORT:

Tony Ansdell, reported the total bank balance at
April 30th good, which included the income from the
successful Rhodo Show and Plant Sale on April 19
and the Oceanside Sale in Coombs the following
weekend. Although all figures were not complete at
the time of the meeting, the net income of all the
events so far was more than last year.

GARDEN TOUR:

Members were told the Mother's Day Weekend
Garden Tour was hugely successful, despite weather
that was at sometimes cold and windy, but not rainy.
Il health prevented Chairman Linda Derkach from
holding the pot luck as she had planned; the venue
was changed to Marilyn Dawson's.

TRUSS SHOW:

Bert Harding, who had constantly nagged members
to turn up at the curling rink with lots of blooms,
handed out bouquets of thanks to everyone who
braved the snow and lousy weather to make the event
a success. Some vendors didn't make it but our
members did.

MEMBERSHIIP:

Bert Harding introduced the new MARS name tag,
available with a magnet or pin; it will be sold to
members.

WAYS AND MEANS:

The door prize, won by Carol Hansen, was the bonsai
that speaker David Rowe worked on that evening.
Other draw prizes were: R. Royston Red,

R. Morgenrot and R. Sneezy.

OCEANSIDE SALE:

Barbara Kulla was pleased with the results of the
Coombs sale and thanked all those who brought
plants from their gardens and who helped at the sale.
The two-day event netted just over $900. She also
reminded members of the June windup where
members are encouraged to bring an interesting
plant for auction.

NEW BUSINESS:

As this was the annual general meeting, John

England introduced the slate of officers, all of whom
were acclaimed. The new vice president is Linda
Derkach replacing Art Lightburn. Dan Schwarz and
Velda Rhodes are directors for two-year terms,
replacing Maria Bieberstein and Bert Harding. Two
new directors at large elected for one-year terms are
Maria Bieberstein and Art Lightburn.

SPEAKER:

Well known bonsai artist David Rowe entertained
members as he clipped, snipped and chopped away at
an evergreen that had been in the ground for two or
three years. By the time he was finished, this scraggly
conifer with branches wired, was an attractive,
potted bonsai.

MEETING ADJOURNED: 9:45pm

John England, President
Marilyn Dawson, Secretary

Lorne Hepting’s beautiful Winer of Popular Choice
Photo by Susan Lightburn
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Species or Hybrids, which is best?

By Kath Collier
The other day a friend was excitedly sharing the list
of rhodies and azaleas that she had added to her
yard. | surprised myself by actually recognizing
some of them and commenting about which were
Species and Hybrids. She asked me what was so
great about species and | realized that | had become
a plant snob. It just kind of “snuck’ up on me and
took me by surprise. Not that I have only species in
my collection. | suspect that the propagator in me
came out thinking about all of the cuttings | would
be able to take in her yard next year.

But you know, from a general gardener perspective
I couldn't tell her why one might be better than the
other... curiosity took over and 1 started searching
for the "whys and wherefores" between Species and
Hybrid purchases for the everyday gardener... For
some people it’s like buying pedigreed pets versus
mutts. For others it reflects what Mother Nature
gave us (species), what she collaborated on
(subspecies), and the results of collaborative efforts
with man (hybrids). Again | couldn't profess one
over the other... so out came the books.

There's not much out there... Roger Swain in
"Groundwork, a Gardener’s Ecology" discusses the
advantages of hybrids in agriculture with their
vigor, uniformity, and the fact that the seed
companies sell growers new seed every year
without fail. Roger recommends avoiding collecting
seed from hybrids. He describes hybrids, whether
accidental or intentional, as gene soup in the sense
that every plant may not contain all of the genes of
the previous generation. From a propagator's
standpoint this is important... from a gardener's,
probably not.

Greer's Guidebook to Available Rhododendrons,
Species and Hybrids, third edition talked briefly
about species and hybrids. Greer describes the
differences between species, subspecies, forma

(peculiar individuals that may not breed true and
may be sterile), cultivars, varieties, clones, and
cultivariants. Not a peep about which might be
‘better’ than the others...so the search continues...
The All-New Encyclopedia of Organic Gardening,
The Indispensable Resource for Every Gardener for

once didn't live up to its name... there were the
typical definitions and information about how the
names came to be. For the propagator, having a
systematic way of naming and classifying plants has
a lot of value.To the average gardener, again,

this may not be an issue...

Finally, Peter and Kenneth Cox's book
Encyclopedia of Rhododendron Hybrids addressed
a few pros and cons. Hybrids may have one or more
attributes not available in species. Some 'Species
snobs' they reported believe that hybrids do not
have interesting foliage. Not true, they explain.
Both hybrids and species have their merits and
place in the garden. They point out that the number
of new hybrids increase every year and with that so
does the variety and options for the gardener. These
new introductions are, of course, based on other
hybrids and species... looks like we can't have one
without the other.

There is one, not so obvious, difference. How they
are named. Species often incorporate Latin
sounding endings, or may be difficult to pronounce.
Hybrids on the other hand, seem to be having all of
the fun. Where else could you find plants with the
names of: 'Star Trek’, '‘Dazzler’, 'Great Scott', 'Gosh
Darn’, 'Little Miss Muffett', 'Oh- Too', 'Tequilla
Sunrise', "Twinkles', etc. For the average gardener,
talking about their new plant called 'Cherry Float'
may be infinitely more fun than trying to pronounce

yakushimanum just once.
(Seen in the Clips Column, Rhododendron News, Portland Chapter)

) Art Lightburn’s garden

Purple Lace
This Photo and next page by Susan Lightburn
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Arneson’s Gem

Komo Kulsan

Towner Crest

Art Lightburn’s garden

Art Lightburn’s garden

Art Light burn’s garden

Events
From Ingeborg Woodsworth

Cowichan Valley Garden Club
Present this coupon at

Russell Farms Garden Centre
Receive a 20 % discount

Excludes sale items or reduced items.

Russell Farms Garden Centre
2711 Mt Sicker Road
Chemainus BC

250 246 4940

Expires July 31 2008

Milner Gardens Art & Photography

In the Garden,
July 19 & 20 10:00am to 5:00pm
(Last entry at 4:30pm)
Meet, mingle and be inspired by 24 local artists at
work. Live music & refreshments.

Milner Gardens & Woodland
2179 West Island Highway
Qualicum Beach, BC V9K 1G1
Tel: (250)752-8573

Yellow Daisies at Milner Garden



