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2006/2007 Executive 
 
President 
Ron McMaster              954-3210 

    Email: rjmcmaster@shaw.ca 
Vice-President 
 Art Lightburn              468-7516 
             Email: slightbu@shaw.ca 
  Secretary 
 Ann DeBrincat              724-5594 
            Email:darrylhatch@shaw.ca 
Treasurer 
Tony Ansdell                752-4475 
              Email: ansdella@shaw.ca 
Directors 
Maria Bieberstein          468-7252 
                       Email: aeb@shaw.ca 
Marilyn Dawson           752-3694 
               Email: dawsom@shaw.ca 
Bert Harding                  752-3923 
                    Email: ruber@shaw.ca 
Ann Robertson             752-5997 
    Email: annierobertson@shaw.ca   
 
                           
Program Chair       Art Lightburn 
Meeting Coord         
Greeter             Maria Bieberstein                         
Ways & Means   Susan Lightburn  
Library                  Judy McMaster 
Refreshments          Barbara Kulla 
Dollar Table        Cassy Lacouvee       
Truss Show               Bert Harding 
Garden Tour           Art Lightburn 
Bus Tours              Ron McMaster 
Christmas Party Maria Bieberstein 
PR                    Marilyn Dawson  
Sunshine Person Maria Bieberstein 
Bursary                Judy McMaster 
Membership  
 Bert Harding               752-3923 
                   Email: ruber@shaw.ca 
Newsletter Editor 
Ann Robertson            752-5997 
    Email: annierobertson@shaw.ca 
 

 

MARS Meetings 

 Second Wednesday of the Month   
7:30 pm 

Qualicum Beach Civic Centre  
 

June Wind Up Pot 
Luck Party  
16th June 4pm 

Ron and Judy Mcmaster’s home 
380 Dogwood, Parksville 
Come and enjoy the fun. 

 
Bring a dish to share. 
Your own drinks (coffee and          
Tea provided) 
Utensils for eating: plate,cup, 
fork, knife,spoon etc 
Chair   
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Photographs by 
Susan Lightburn   
 

MARS 
P. O. Box 342 

Qualicum Beach. BC 
V9K 1S8 

mars.rhodos.ca 

Garden Tour 2007 
Once again our Mother’s Day 
weekend garden tour was successful.  
Although the numbers were down 
slightly, due to a cool spring, we have 
received very positive comments on 
the number and choice of gardens 
chosen this year.  A very BIG thank 
you to all the volunteers, sitters, 
telephone reminders, and committee 
members that worked very hard to 
make our annual tour a success.  The 
windup party at Art & Susan’s was 
lots of fun, with great potluck dishes 
brought by our members. All the 
dishes, cutlery, warmers, etc. will be 
available to the owners at the MARS 
windup party at Ron & Judy’s on 
June 16th (Saturday). 
The garden tour committee of 2007 
has already chosen a half dozen 
garden possibilities for next year to 
be passed on to the new committee. 
The 2008 tour will start at around 
French Creek and go through 
Qualicum north toward Bowser. The 
best time to pick gardens is in the 
summer, so we would like any 
members that have gardens or that 
know of garden possibilities to phone 
or email the garden owners name and 
address to Art or Marilyn and the 
committee will take it from there.  
See you on Saturday.  
Art Lightburn  
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  
May 9, 2007. 
 
MEETING  called to order at 7:30 pm. 
WELCOME GUESTS:  Arlene Johnston, Donna and Eddy Liedke; new members Sandra Hemsworth and 
Myles Porter.   
MINUTES  of the last general meeting, April 11, 2007, were approved as circulated; no corrections necessary.   
BUSINESS ARISING:  none. 
CORRESPONDENCE:  May/June 2007 B.C. Council of Garden Clubs bulletin as well as their 2007 directory.  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tony Ansdell gave the April 30, 2007 financial report and it was accepted.  
STUDENT MARS AWARD :  Judy McMaster.  Our Malaspina contact said the award will be given out this 
month.  It will be one $1000 award, not two $500 awards.  We will be notified who the student winner is in 
June. 
WAYS AND MEANS:  Susan Lightburn.  Tonight’s door prize was Rhododendron ‘Brown Eyes’.  The raffle 
prizes were Rhododendron ‘Naselle’, Azalea ‘Arneson Gem’ and a 3 kg package of Norm Todd’s rhodo 
fertilizer as a substitute prize. 
REFRESHMENTS:  Barbara Kulla:  this evening’s goodies were brought by Arlene England, Marlys 
Diamond and Don Bridgen. 
SUNSHINE:  Maria Bieberstein: no sunshine required this month.  
GARDEN TOUR:  May 12th and 13th, 2007.  Art and Susan Lightburn will be hosting the Tour pot-luck.  The 
sign-up board has been filled. 
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN :  Art Lightburn said Colleen Forster will have to be replaced as a fall speaker. 
TRUSS SHOW and SALE:  Bert Harding said the show was a financial success.  Also, thanks for all the help 
and all the trusses.  He listed some trophy winners but forgot his list (he will bring it to the wind –up).  The 
committee will be back next year.  Bert promises to REALLY hassle us for work next year.  
OCEANSIDE GARDEN SHOW:  Marilyn Dawson said lots of plants (for sale) were donated by a mere 10 
people.  Plant sales brought in $792.90 and tour tickets brought in $240.00 for a total of $1032.90.  MARS has 
booked tables in the same location for next year.  Marilyn also asked us to put aside and grow on plants for next 
year. 
RHODODENDRON LAKE :  Ron reminded us that May is a very good time to go to Rhododendron Lake. If 
anybody is going there is a couple who is interested in going at the same time so they don’t get lost. 
OPEN GARDENS:  Lorne and Cindy Hepting’s garden:  May 10th, 18th and 25th (NOT JUNE).  Their address 
is 3925 West Island Highway.  Garden is open 10:00 AM to 7:30 PM.   
Trelawny family garden in North Saanich:  May 19th and 20th from 2:00 to 5:00 PM at 11388 Chalet Rd.  Ask 
Brenda Moore for a map. 
MEMBERSHIP :  MARS had 119 memberships and 5 more joined tonight for a total of 124. 
WIND-UP AUCTION :  By popular demand, a number of our members want to have the plant auction at the 
June wind-up party again this year.  Maria Bieberstein is to be the auctioneer.  Bring a plant for the auction. 
JUNE WIND-UP:  The June year end wind-up will be held at Ron and Judy McMaster’s house (380 Dogwood 
St., Parksville which is at the bottom of Rushton Ave.).  It is on June 16, 2007 rain or shine, starting at 4:00 PM.  
We will play the bean bag game that will have lots of very unique, expensive prizes.  Then it will be pot luck 
dinner time.  After dinner, we will welcome the new members into our club with a present of a new rhodo.  
Then the auction and the turning over of the reins to the new executive.  Or a schedule something similar to all 
of that. 
MILNER GARDENS :  Geoff Ball of Milner Gardens gave a short presentation and sold interested MARS 
members Milner memberships at the reduced price of $15 per individual or $25 per family.  This offer is only 
for tonight this year.  He may be back next March to do the same thing next year.                                                                                                        
(Continued on next page).
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GEORGE FRASER DAYS:  May 26th.  Wanda McEvoy wants to know if anyone would like to reserve for the 
seafood buffet.  Phone Ron so he can advise her. 
MARS ELECTIONS :  Brenda Moore conducted the annual MARS elections.   
The new president will be John England for a 2 year term. 
The vice president will be Art Lightburn again for another 2 year term. 
The new secretary will be Marilyn Dawson for a 2 year term. 
The treasurer will be Tony Ansdell for a 2 year term. 
Directors:  Bert Harding and Maria Bieberstein will continue for the second year of their 2 year term.  Ann 
Robertson and Ann De Brincat will start their 2 year terms. 
GUEST SPEAKER:  Tonight’s guest speaker was Glen Jamieson.  His topic was the “History of Plant Hunting 
in China”.  He broke this down into four sections:  the geology of the region, a summary of his trip, historical 
plant hunters and how change has affected the region today.  This was like having a National Geographic 
correspondent in our own club.  Awesome. 
DOOR PRIZE:  Arlene England won Rhododendron ‘Brown Eyes’. 
RAFFLE :  Winners were Marlys Diamond, John Sedgewick-Hall and Arlene England. 
MEETING ADJOURNED :  9:40 pm. 
DATES TO REMEMBER :  The next general meeting will be September 12, 2007 at 7:30 pm.  BUT FIRST, 
don’t forget the unofficial, extra special June wind-up at Ron & Judy McMaster’s on June 16th at 4:00 pm!!! 
Secretary, Ann De Brincat  
President, Ron McMaster 

Invitation from Eaglecrest Garden Club 
 
Leslie Cox, a contributing writer with Garden West, and who lives in Black Creek will be the speaker at the 
Eaglecrest Garden Club's next meeting on June 20th, 2007 at 7.30p.m at the QB Civic Centre, her topic will be 
"Up close and personal" featuring Trees and Shrubs 

 

 Rhododendron Lake 
The rhodos at Rhododendron Lake are in full bloom this week.  For those who wish to drive in, 
the following instructions will get you there. The NWBay Camp is a right turn at the first 
traffic light on Highway 19, past the weigh station, heading toward Nanaimo. (the North 
West Bay Logging Road) The road is probably closed during the week for the logging 
operations. The fellow at the gate will issue you a permit to travel on the logging roads. 

Gate at NWBay Camp   0 km 
End of pavement                                  2.0 km 
Branch at                                              3.4 km  stay left 
Branch at                                              3.9 km  stay left 
Branch at                                              9.3 km  stay right 
Branch at                                              9.5 km  stay left 
Branch at                                             10.1 km  stay right 
Branch at                                             10.5 km turn right 
Under powerline at                              12.7 km 
Left turn to parking lot                        13. 

Parking lot                                           14.0 km  
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Lorne and Cindy Hepting’s  Garden 

Golden Gate 

 

Fortunei Pink 
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Beautiful Rhodos photos to enjoy until our own come back again next year. 
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Have a wonderful summer                                                                                                                                                          

 


